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WELCOME
ACCI Testing Team are pleased to announce that we have
registered for the LFD staff testing at home and will roll
out across the organisation w/c 3rd May 2021.
This newsletter focuses on telling you what you need to
know in anticipation of this change and we welcome
queries to our Testing functional mailbox for any
outstanding questions you may have.
We would also like to take this opportunity to clarify
from our previous newsletter, that staff should
continue testing even after having a vaccination.
Whilst the vaccine should prevent you from getting
seriously ill, you can still catch and transmit the virus
and therefore it is important that staff continue to
engage in the testing programmes, to keep their
colleagues and the members safe.
Testing continues to be at the heart of the
government’s strategy to fight this pandemic.
Whilst voluntary, we continue to encourage
those eligible for testing to take up this offer.
By regularly getting a test, staff, members
and visitors will help stop the spread of the
virus, protect others and save lives.
All the best,
Donald McIntosh
(Head of ACCI Testing)
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THE ACCI TESTING
TEAM COMPRISES
OF THE FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS
Donald McIntosh 		
ACCI Trustee/COVID Champion
Antonia Dixon		
LFD Test Administrator
Aeon Anderson		
Operations Manager
Dawn Riley
Compliance and
Monitoring Officer
Denzil Fletcher		
Deputy Service Manager
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LFD STAFF
TESTING AT
HOME
LFD Staff Testing at Home will
commence at ACCI on 3 May 2021.
Testing on site should continue now
and even once home testing is live,
as some staff may choose to test at
work and occasional visitors will still
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need access to onsite LFD testing.
As with all testing, participation
is voluntary and requires consent;
however, the ambition is for all staff
to take part.

PCR test in the community, it is
proposed that ACCI issue staff with
a PCR test at the LFD Staff Test
Collection Point to take home
with them.

A positive LFD test result should be
followed up with a PCR test and the
individual must isolate until the PCR
result is known.

This will enable any positive LFD
tests to be followed up with a PCR
test kit on the same day the LFD
test is taken.

Whilst staff can book a confirmatory

The test kits must only be used by the

participant they are assigned to and
any unused kits must be returned to
the ACCI.
Individuals who have had a positive
PCR result within the last 90 days will
not be able to partake in any PCR or
LFD testing until after that 90-day
period has lapsed. If new symptoms
develop during this 90-day period;
the individual is to isolate and medical
advice is to be sought.

Q
&

Q: If I can collect LFD test kits
for my family as I have school
age children; do I need to
undertake ACCI LFD testing
or can I just do the community
provided LFD tests?
A:The purpose of testing is to
ascertain if you have the virus
and prevent the spread of
the virus both in the community and within ACCI. If
you’re working outside the
home in an office or elsewhere to carry out your role,
you’re encouraged to access
workplace testing provided
by your employer where possible, to save community test
kits for those who can’t access
these via work. If you do opt
to undertake the community
issued LFD tests, please let
your prison know so that we
can monitor the numbers of
staff being tested across the
country. Positive results must
be communicated to the prison
and will need to be followed up
with a confirmatory PCR test.
Q: Why do I need to inform
my workplace that I am
undertaking the community
issue LFD testing, and do I
need to inform them of
the results each time?

T H E A CC I - I S S U E 1

A: It is important that ACCI
know the number of staff
and members undertaking
testing, as this information is
used to assist management of
outbreaks and for decisions
relating to the delivery of ACCI
services and activities. It also
allows us to understand how
many of our staff are being
tested regularly. The ACCI
Testing Team should also be
made aware of any positive
results.
Q: If my family member has
a positive LFD test but mine
returns as negative; do I still
need to isolate?
A: Yes; under Test and Trace
processes, all individuals in
the family home where the
member with the positive
LFD result resides will have
to isolate, regardless of their
own result. All LFD tests and
results are registered and are
linked to the Test and Trace
system. If the family member
of staff undertakes a
confirmatory PCR test and that
returns as negative; then staff
can return to work on the
provision that their own LFD
result was negative. It is
however a legal requirement
to isolate if you have been
contacted by Test and Trace.

The vaccine roll out for
older people, including
care home residents,
has progressed well, it is
important to take note
of emerging evidence
on the impact of the
vaccine in real world
circumstances.
Public Health England
(PHE) analysis indicates
t h a t t h e COV I D -1 9
vaccination programme
prevented 6,100 deaths
in those aged 70 and
older in England up to
the end of February.
The vaccine is being
offered to:
•

People aged
and over

45

• People at high risk from
coronavirus (clinically
extremely vulnerable)
• People who live or
work in care homes
• Health and social care
workers
• People with a condition
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that puts them at higher
risk (clinically vulnerable)
• People with a learning
disability
• People who are a main
carer for someone at high
risk from coronavirus

VACCINE
UPDATE
The nex t pop c linic
targeting the African
Caribbean will be at the
Heritage Centre, Clifford
St, Wolverhampton,
WV6 0AA on 2nd May
2021 between 10.00 and
15.00.
A number of ACCI staff
have bookings at this
clinic for their 1st and
2nd dose.

Do you have a story
to share;
Are you proud of the
work ACCI has done
around COVID?
Let us share your
experiences here
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Contact
Details

AFRICAN CARIBBEAN
COMMUNITY INITIATIVE
217 2nd Floor Waterloo Terrace,
Newhampton Road East,
Whitmore Reans,
Wolverhampton
WV1 4BA.
Telephone 01902 571230
Email: support@acci.org.uk

