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Vaccine Progress
Snapshot
Key Messages
Welcome to the first update from ACCI
COVID Community Champion.
The purpose of the Vaccines Newsletter is to
answer your questions on the vaccine, keep you
abreast of any changes to the vaccine rollout that
occur and to keep email traffic to a minimum, so
that you get what you need to know, when you
need to know it.
We will keep you updated on how we are
progressing with ACCI staff, and members
vaccinations, resources that will help you make
an informed decision about having the vaccine,
and, of course, good news stories from ACCI
and the wider community that demonstrates the
fantastic efforts of the Community Champion and
local healthcare providers.
If you would like to contribute, please do get in
touch!

- The vaccine is safe and effective.
- Getting vaccinated is easy. If you
have any worries, then ask to talk
them through when it is your turn.
- Having the vaccine is the best
way to protect yourself and others.
- It is important to have both doses
when offered to you. The second
dose makes sure that you have
maximum protection.
- The sooner people are vaccinated,
the quicker we will return to a more
normal way of life.
- Once you’ve had the vaccine you
still need to follow guidance. That
means staying at home when you
can, and following the ‘hands, face,
space and fresh air’ guidance when
you can’t and having twice-weekly
tests.

Vaccination
numbers in
Wolverhampton
- The latest figures show that
120,674 people have now had their
first jab across the city, and tens
of thousands of people have now
had both doses.

What’s new?
Vaccines are saving
lives
A recent study by Public Health
England shows that the vaccination
programme has saved 10,400 lives
since it began, which shows how
important having the vaccine is.

All the best,
Donald McIntosh (COVID Community Champion)

The data shows that the vaccines
prevented 9,100 deaths in people
aged over 80, 1,200 deaths in those
aged 70-79 and 100 deaths of
people aged 60 to 60 up to the
end of March.
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The vaccine roll out for older
people, including care home
residents, has progressed well,
it is important to take note
of emerging evidence on the
impact of the vaccine in real
world circumstances.
Public Health England (PHE)
analysis indicates that the
COVID-19 vaccination
programme prevented 6,100
deaths in those aged 70 and
older in England up to the
end of February.
The vaccine is being offered to:
- People aged 45 and over.
- People at high risk from
Coronavirus (clinically
extremely vulnerable).

- People with a condition that
puts them at higher risk
(clinically vulnerable).
- People with a learning
disability.

VACCINE
UPDATE

- People who are a main carer
for someone at high risk from
Coronavirus.
At the most recent pop up
vaccine clinic that ACCI and
other partners sponsored on
the 2nd May 2021, 110 vaccine
jabs were given, 70 individuals
having their second dose and 40
having their first. A number of
ACCI
staff and
members
were part
of this
group.

- People who live or work in
care homes.
- Health and social care
workers.
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VACCINE UPDATE
47,045,391
vaccines were
administered

33,843,580
people receiving
their first dose

13,201,811 people
receiving their
second dose
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As of the 27 April, the
Department of Health
and Social Care (DHSC)
announced that over a
quarter of adults in the
UK have now received
both doses of a COVID19 vaccine.
47, 0 4 5 , 3 9 1 va c c i n e s
were administered
between 8 December
2020 and 26 April 2021,
with 33,843,580 people
receiving their first dose
and 13,201,811 with their
second dose.

A new study by Public
Health England (PHE)
and confirmed that the

VACCINE UPDATE
government’s Vaccines
Taskforce has secured a
further 60 million doses
of the Pfizer/BioNTech
vaccine, as part of the
b o o s t e r p r o g ra m m e
from later this year.

FOCUS MAGAZINE - 9

Vaccination status
and attitudes vary by
characteristics such
as age, ethnicity,
health conditions and
deprivation.

accept the vaccine –
it’s important that we
take the time to listen
to them and, where
possible, alleviate their
fears or concerns.

According to the latest
figures from the Office
for National Statistics,
actual vaccination rates
for people in England
identifying as having
black African heritage
stand at 58.8%, the
lowest among all ethnic
minority groups, and
68.7% within the black
Caribbean community.

If you are unsure whether
to have a vaccine, we

Fake news about the
va cc i n e, p a r t i c u l a r l y
in the South Asian
community, has also
led to concerns about
uptake, with Bangladeshi
and Pakistani uptake
rates at 72.7% and 74%
respectively.

There are several
reasons why somebody
may be hesitant to
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ADDRESSING
VACCINE
UPDATE
INEQUALITIES
recommend watching
the following short
videos:
Sir
Lenny
Henry’s
Open L e t t e r t o t h e
B l a c k Community

ADDRESSING
BLOOD CLOT
FEARS

By 31st March, 20.2 million doses of the

Pregnancy predisposes to thrombosis;

seizures.

COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca had been

therefore, women should discuss with

- develop shortness of breath, chest pain,

given in the UK, meaning the overall risk

their healthcare professional whether the

leg swelling or persistent abdominal pain,

of these blood clots is approximately

benefits of having the vaccine outweigh

- unusual skin bruising or pinpoint round

4 people in a million who receive the

the risks for them.

spots beyond the injection site.

While the MHRA continues to investigate

Anyone who has not had these side

The MHRA’s advice remains that the

these cases, as a precautionary measure,

effects after first vaccination should

ACCI staff, members and the community

benefits of the vaccines against COVID-19

anyone who has the below symptoms

come forward for their second dose

at large will have seen reports from

continue to outweigh any risks and that

four days or more after vaccination is

when invited.

Europe of countries suspending the use

the public should continue to get their

advised to seek prompt medical advice:

of the AstraZeneca vaccine, due to fears

vaccine when invited to do so, unless

- a new onset of severe or persistent

it may lead to blood clots.

specifically advised otherwise.

headache, blurred vision, confusion or

LET THE DATA DO

vaccine.

THE TALKING
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DR
JUNE
RAINE

Dr June Raine, MHRA Chief

remain extremely rare and unlikely

Executive, said:

to occur.

Over 37 million doses of vaccines
against COVID-19 have now been

We ask anyone who suspects

administered in the UK, saving

they have experienced a side

thousands of lives through the

effect linked with their COVID-19

biggest vaccination programme

vaccine to report it to the

that has ever taken place in the

Coronavirus Yellow Card website.

UK.

It is still vitally important that

No effective medicine or vaccine

people come forward for their

is without risk. We continually

vaccination when invited to do

monitor safety during widespread

so.

use of any vaccine. This is to
ensure vaccines are performing

To date, there are no reports of

as expected, to identify any new

the extremely rare thrombosis/

side effects that may arise, and to

thrombocytopenia events

ensure the benefits continue to

following receipt of the second

outweigh the risks.

dose of the AstraZeneca
COVID-19 vaccine. All those who

The public’s safety is always at

have received a first dose of the

the forefront of our minds and we

AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine

take every report of a suspected

should continue to be offered

side effect very seriously indeed.

a second dose of AstraZeneca

We thoroughly analyse each and

COVID-19 vaccine, irrespective

every report as we receive it and

of age. The second dose will

although the number of reports of

be important for longer lasting

CVST and other thromboembolic

protection against COVID-19.

events has increased over the last
week, so has the overall number
of vaccinations administered,
therefore these blood clots
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MYTH BUSTING
Myth

Myth

COVID vaccines are unsafe because
they have been
fast-tracked into production

The COVID-19 vaccine contains a
live version of the virus, so you can
actually get infected from the virus.

Truth: Safe COVID vaccines have been
produced quickly because of a global effort
among experts.

Truth: COVID-19 vaccines will not give you
COVID-19. Sometimes this process can
cause symptoms, such as fever and eyes
watering. These symptoms are normal
and are a sign that the body is building
immunity.

Myth
I will be forced to take the vaccine
Truth: You will not be forced to take the
vaccine; it is a choice. But if you choose to
take the vaccine you will be protecting both
yourself and the vulnerable.

Myth
The vaccine will contain a
microchip that will track me for the
rest of my life.
Truth: There is no truth in this. The vaccine
will cause an immune response and then be
cleared out of the body. The test looks to
see if there is genetic material (RNA) from
the Sars-2-CoV virus which causes Covid-19
and tells you if you are currently infected
with the virus.

.

Myth
Being vaccinated could make me
infertile
Truth: COVID-19 vaccines have no impact
on your fertility. The myth was created
based on the fact that there is overlap
between a small number of components of
the spike protein in the virus and in a placental protein. However, the overlap is too
short to plausibly affect fertility. If the virus
was related to fertility, COVID-19 should
affect the outcome of pregnancies, which
has not been observed.
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It typically takes a few weeks for the body
to build immunity after vaccination. That
means it is possible that a person could be
infected with the virus that causes COVID19 just before or just after vaccination and
get sick. This is because the vaccine has not
had enough time to provide protection.

Myth
I heard that getting vaccinated
causes you to test positive for
COVID-19.
Truth: COVID-19 vaccines will not cause you
to test positive on your COVID-19 test. If
your body develops an immune response,
which is the goal of vaccination, there is
a possibility that you may test positive on
some antibody tests. Antibody tests indicate if you had a previous infection and
that you may have some level of protection
against the virus.

Myth
If you’ve already had COVID-19 and
recovered, there’s no point getting
vaccinated.
Truth: COVID-19 vaccines will not cause you
to test positive on your COVID-19 test. If
your body develops an immune response,
which is the goal of vaccination, there is
a possibility that you may test positive
on some antibody tests. Antibody tests
indicate if you had a previous infection and
that you may have some level of protection
against the virus.

When a ACCI member
or someone from the
community declines to take
the vaccine, it can be difficult
to know how to approach the
situation.
Prior to having a vaccine
conversation with a
ACCI member, we would
recommend having the
following outcomes in mind:
- For members to understand
the rationale behind which
groups are being prioritised
to receive the vaccine.
- For members to understand
when and how they can get
vaccinated.
- For members to understand
the health benefits of the
vaccination.
- For members to understand
how the vaccination
compliments existing COVID
prevention methods, such
as testing, social distancing,
hand washing and face mask
wearing.
- To always refer members to
their health professional for
advice and detail discussions.

How to Bring It Up
The COVID-19 vaccine has
become a polarising topic,
so you should show empathy
and remember that members
and some of individuals from
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the community don’t have
access to information in the
same way you do.
Studies suggest that it’s
more effective to show
empathy first and find nonconfrontational ways to
appeal to your audience
that don’t challenge their
personal choices – even if
you disagree – and their
sense of personal freedom.

Address the History
of Medicine for
Marginalised
Communities
Many black individuals have
been the victims of racism
throughout the global history
of medicine, which may have
led to them mistrusting the
medical infrastructure in the
UK. It is important to

HAVING VACCINE
CONVERSATIONS
WITH MEMBERS
AND THE WIDER
COMMUNITY
Try phrases like:
- ‘I can totally see where
you’re coming from. I’m
wondering if you’ve ever
thought about it this way…’
- ‘That’s a good point. I
can see why that may give
you fear/anxiety about the
vaccine. Can I share some
new information I think
will help you feel more
comfortable?’

acknowledge this part of
their history and offer your
confidences in the advances
since then.
Discuss what it would take
for our country, economy,
community to recover from
the pandemic, so they can
understand their role in that
recovery.

Remind them of the
vaccinations they
already have
Most people today have not
experienced a pandemic prior
to this one, with the previous
one being over 100 years ago.
The reason we do not still see
widespread mumps, rubella,
or polio are because enough
of the population (approx.
95%) received the proper
vaccinations.
People may not realise
that the only way to
curtail this pandemic, like
previous pandemics, is
to be vaccinated against
the virus. It may be a
difficult conversation,
but acknowledging their
resistance, sharing your
confidence, and emphasising
the role of vaccines through
past pandemics can help give
them the tools to make a
sounder and more educated
decision on taking a COVID19 vaccination.

Remind them of the
risks involved with not

having a vaccination
Just as a member may
believe there are risks from
taking the vaccine, not taking
it also comes with its own
set of risks that you could
encourage them to consider.
Some people who contract
COVID-19 die, while others
have a mild infection. Some
develop a long-term infection
that significantly impacts
their quality of life.
By not protecting
themselves, they are also
putting others at risk. Getting
the vaccine will protect
their loved ones and other
vulnerable people, including
those who are pregnant,
immunocompromised, or
elderly.

Remind them that
Medical Professionals
stand behind the
vaccine

vaccine. The fact that
the MHRA (Medicines
and Healthcare products
Regulatory Agency) and
the Commission on Human
Medicines have reviewed
the data and approved the
vaccines for use, means that
it has passed the inspection
of a lot of smart scientists
and physicians. It can be
helpful to add that although
the vaccine development
process was expedited, no
steps were skipped.

If All else fails,
encourage them to
talk with your local
Healthcare Providers
Encourage the members
and individuals from the
community to write down
their fears and questions
and to share these with a
doctor or nurse, rather than
just gleaning information
from the media or their loved
ones, as these channels
could be exacerbating their
misperceptions and
apprehension.

People who understand
and practice science and
medicine stand by the

Do you have a story to share;
Are you proud of the work ACCI has done
around COVID?
Let us share your experiences here
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Contact
Details

DONALD MCINTOSH
ACCI TRUSTEE/COVID CHAMPION
DENZIL FLETCHER
DEPUTY SERVICE MANAGER

AFRICAN CARIBBEAN
COMMUNITY INITIATIVE
217 2nd Floor Waterloo Terrace,
Newhampton Road East,
Whitmore Reans,
Wolverhampton
WV1 4BA.

EMAIL:
SUPPORT@ACCI.ORG.UK

